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On Feb. 23, House Democrats presented an aid package valued at $25 million to provide food,
clothing and medical assistance to the contras over the next four months, and medical aid for
Nicaraguan children injured in the war. The aid package was scheduled for a vote on Feb. 25. Rep.
David E. Bonior (D-Mich.), appointed by House Speaker Jim Wright to draw up an alternative to
the Reagan administration request defeated on Feb. 3, said the new plan will include about $14.8
million in contra aid. About half of that amount, he added, is earmarked for transportation of the
supplies, and $1.2 million is allotted for the Miskito Indians. The remainder of the package, about $9
million, is earmarked for the medical assistance program to benefit Nicaraguan children. According
to Bonior, that amount may be somewhat increased. In the past week, the issue of putting the CIA
in charge of delivering the supplies to the contras was a source of considerable controversy. Under
a tentative agreement reached during the weekend, the existing CIA delivery system was accepted
as the only viable means of delivery prior to a Nicaraguan cease-fire. However, this agreement
was dropped in the face of strong opposition by liberal Democrats. Consequently, the Defense
Department has been selected to deliver supplies, described as a more "credible" delivery system.
Next, the Democrats' aid plan calls for the Congressional Intelligence Committees and the General
Accounting Office to monitor the deliveries by the Defense Department. If a cease-fire is arranged,
deliveries would then be handled by an independent neutral agency such as the International Red
Cross. Further, the plan establishes a procedure for initiating a vote during the summar on contra
aid in the event that a cease-fire agreement does not develop in the interim. The House Intelligence
Committee would be required to submit a finding in June certifying that no cease-fire was in place,
while also specifying whether the contras or the Nicaraguan government were to blame. Issues
to be resolved: * Final wording of provision establishing summer vote on aid. Some Democrats
involved in the drafting argue that it should be loose enough to permit the possibility of a vote on
contra military aid if the Nicaraguan government is judged to blame for the failure to reach a ceasefire. * Deliveries of arms or ammunition from existing stockpile beyond the Feb. 29 cutoff date.
Current law and the Democrat plan (as of Feb. 23) do not permit such deliveries. House Republicans
have reportedly stated that an extension of military deliveries would be an important factor in
persuading them to support the plan. * Additional money to be included in the plan for replacement
of communications parts and equipment operated by the contras. Some moderate and conservative
Democrats claim that if liberal colleagues earmark $1 million for this purpose, they would support
providing more money for the children's aid program. The plan was routed to the House Rules
Committee on Feb. 24, where procedures for the floor vote are to be determined. House Democrat
leaders are expected to seek procedures that will not permit any floor amendments to the package.
If and when the plan is approved by the House, it would then go to the Senate. Assuming the Senate
approved a different package, the two houses would have to resolve differences in conference. (Basic
data from New York Times, 02/24/88)
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